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Introduction

Background: In the Victorian era, Sherlock Holmes served as a symbol of

logic, order, and scientific progress. The Intelligence Shift: Holmes transitioned from a private detective or

Research Question: How did 20th-century British media transtorm this citizen to an agent of the British “Inner Council,” using his deduction skills to
private detective into a state-sponsored tool for propaganda?

Thesis: The reinvention of Holmes as a patriotic hero exposed the tension
between rational intelligence and ideological manipulation, revealing how
wartime culture uses literary icons to redefine nationhood and truth.

Key Findings Conclusion & Discussion

While some critics argue that wartime adaptations
oversimplified Holmes, this research suggests these shifts
actually maintained his intellect by applying it to modern
existential threats. This study highlights how societies

reshape familiar figures to provide moral certainty and
Fighting Disinformation: The 1942 film directly countered Nazi broadcasts psychological comfort during times of extreme lnstablhty

(inspired by the real-lite "Lord Haw-Haw") created to spread panic amongst and chaos. Potential future research includes exploring
the British. Holmes served as a conduit for creating clarity among chaos. how 21st-century adaptations of Holmes continue to

create a national defence mechanism.

Objective
The objective of this research is to analyze the strategic “weaponization” of
Sherlock Holmes as a cultural icon and explore how his cultural

reflect modern anxieties about surveillance and global
Cinematic Realism: Filmmakers used newsreel-style realism and high- terrorism.
contrast lighting to blur the lines between fiction and wartime news, leveraging

transformation from a private detective into a patriotic hero demonstrates Holmes's credibility to manage public anxiety.
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Methodology

e Comparative Analysis: This study examines the evolution of Holmes
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Theoretical Framework: Using media history and psychological theory,
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and cultural values to influence public perception.
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